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6 April 1855

Holland, Michigan

At the proposed meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church, Rev. Albertus
C. Van Raalte was to have read the text of the letter which was to be sent to "Brother
Doesburg," editor of De Hollander. But the issue did not refer to his publication but to
his son, Jacob, who allegedly stole items from the Post' store. The son is summoned to
meet the Consistory "in the catechism room" of the church at 5.30 p.m. on this date. No
one came to the meeting because no real charge was brought against Jacob according to
his father. The issue had also been resolved.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 132-133.

Page 132
Consistory Meeting held on April 6, 1855
Present were Elders Labots, Keppel, Broek and Jonker; as well as Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer, after which Rev. van Raalte,
according to a previous decision, read the following letter sent to Brother Doesburg:
Brother Doesburg, with sympathy and sadness, we have taken note of the unpleasant
situation which has taken place in connection with your oldest son. We say with sadness
because of the pain that has come to you as parents, and the disgrace that has come to the
congregation and the danger to the young man himself It is our desire, because of our
calling to work with him for his salvation, to request that he be present at the consistory
meeting today at 5:30 in the catechism room. We urgently ask your assistance in
persuading him to support us in seeking to help him. In anticipation of your response, I
remain your brother, who prays for your welfare and for God's comfort.

A. C. van Raalte

The brothers discuss that they are aware that Jacob Doesburg stole cigars and eggs from
the store of Mr. Post. They judge that the young man must public confession, and, failing
that, must be excommunicated from the congregation.
No one came to the meeting, and Elders Broek and Jonker were sent

Page 133

to inquire about the reason for staying away. Upon their return, they inform the gathering
that Brother Doesburg did not wish to come, because everything was based on rumor, and
that there was no real charge against his son.
Moreover, he indicated that the matter has been resolved to the complete satisfaction of
the parties concerned, and, therefore, the matter did not belong on the consistory agenda.
Upon this, it was decided that Rev. van Raalte is to investigate the matter with Elder
Jonker and the consistory meeting was postponed until Monday at 4 o'clock.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Consistory Meeting held on April 9, 1855
Present were Elders Jonker, Broek; Deacons Keppel, Plugger, Wilterdink; as well as Rev.
van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
Brother van der Luijster requests the reason why the matter of Krabhuis was not handled
in the congregation instead of bringing it directly to classis. The answer given was that
the complaints or objections were patiently heard for an entire evening, and that a second
meeting of consistory was held to discuss the pros and cons of the matter, upon which
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